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Week in Fairfax

Buy a Bowl, Help the Hungry
Local non-profit Our Daily Bread is hosting an Empty

Bowls fund-raiser on Tuesday, Feb. 23, to help feed the
hungry in Fairfax County. The event will take place 6:30-
8:30 p.m., at Robinson Secondary School, 5035 Sideburn
Road, Fairfax.

Area artists and high school students have made
handcrafted bowls that will be sold at the event for $25 or
more. Attendees will receive soup and bread as a reminder
of the plight of hungry people in Fairfax County. T he Fairfax
Saxophone Quartet will provide music and a silent auc-
tion will also be part of the evening.

Our Daily Bread, a volunteer-based organization, aims
to ease the plight of low-income residents in the Fairfax
County area. Its volunteers come from local faith-based
groups, community organizations, businesses, schools and
universities. To learn more, visit www.our-daily-br ead.org.

Our Daily Bread's Christina Garris and Lisa
Whetzel show the bowls created by students at
Robinson Secondary School that will be avail-
able at Empty Bowls on Feb. 23.
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Help Finding a Home

News

See House,  Page 14

The McNeil family of Fairfax, from left, Shannon, W averly, Oliver and Matt hang out
with Mickey Mouse.
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ªThe first thing I
asked was, `Is she
going to die?'º

Ð Shannon McNeil, mother

By Bonnie Hobbs
The Connection

For most parents, learning that their child is
going to die is devastating enough. Learn-
ing that both children are terminal is un-
thinkable. Yet that's the case for the McNeil

family of Fairfax.
Daughter Waverly, 6, and son

Oliver, 3, both have MPS III or
Sanfilippo Syndrome, a degenera-
tive, genetic disease with no cure.
So parents Shannon and Matt
McNeil are doing all they can to
give them as happy a life as pos-
sible, while they still have them.

When they watch their children
smile and play, it means the world to them. ªYou
hold onto those moments a little more because you
don't know how many more are to come,º said Sh-
annon McNeil

So Shannon's former college roommates and close
friends, Kamarah Sietsema and Michele Montenegro,
are trying to help. The McNeils currently rent a tw o-
bedroom apartment but, as the disease progresses,
their children will need wheelchairs. So their frie nds
started a fund called ªA Hundred for a Homeº to
buy the McNeils a house that can be made handicap
accessible.

Sietsema and Montenegro hope 4,000 people will
donate $100 each so they can raise $400,000. Of
course, contributions in any amount are welcome.
So far, they've raised $143,000 since October 2008,
but still have a long way to go. People may donate
online at www.ahundredforahome.com or mail
checks payable to McNeil Family Fund, P.O. Box 147,
Jamestown, MI 49427.

Friends raise money for
couple with two terminally
ill children.

They and the McNeils attended Taylor University
in Indiana, and that's where the couple met. They've
now been married 11 years and Matt McNeil is a for-
eign service officer with the State Department.

ªWe planned to live that overseas, diplomatic life,º
said Shannon McNeil. ªBut everything changed when
the children were diagnosed in 2008.º

Waverly was 10 pounds at birth, so she was always
big for her age, but her gross motor development al-
ways lagged behind other children's. She never
crawled and was delayed walking. She was 3 when
Oliver was born in January 2007.

ªHe was in the NICU [Neonatal Intensive Care Unit]
for two weeks with heart and lung
issues and was released with a
hearing loss,º said Shannon
McNeil. ªWe took him to an audi-
ologist who diagnosed the loss as
moderate to severe, which was
devastating, in itself.º

Then the audiologist met
Waverly and could tell from the
way she was speaking that some-

thing was wrong with her, too. ªShe told us, `I don't
think Waverly can hear either,'º said Shannon McNeil.
ªSo she was tested and had the same diagnosis. So
we got both children hearing aids and figured that' s
why Wavy had a hard time being understood.º

When Oliver was 4-months old, Matt McNeil was
transferred to London, so the family moved there.
Waverly attended a group-setting class for children
with communication disorders. But after a few weeks,
her teacher, who was also a speech therapist, said
Waverly seemed to be dealing with more than just a
speech loss and referred the McNeils to a pediatric
neurologist.

ªShe examined Wavy, ordered tests and also re-
ferred us to a geneticist,º said Shannon McNeil. ªWe
had no family history of any genetic problems, on
either side. Wavy's MRI showed abnormalities, but it
took months to get the blood-test results because it

Cook Hosts Constituent Day
Supervisor John C. Cook (R-Braddock) is hosting his

fourth Constituent Day on Thursday, Feb. 18, from 5-7:30
p.m. at the Woods Community Center, 10100 Wards Grove
Circle in Burke Centre. The Constituent Day is a chance for
Braddock District citizens to meet with their supervisor close
to home. No agenda has been set and there will be no po-
dium for speeches nor panel forums.

Attempted Grand Larceny
City of Fairfax Police have charged a Maryland man with

trying to steal clothing from Hudson Trail Outfitte rs at 9488
Fairfax Blvd. The 43-year-old suspect is from Bowie, Md.
According to police, last Wednesday, Jan. 27, at 4:43 p.m.,
a store employee reported that a man had been observed
wearing a jacket from the store and that the security sen-
sor and price tags had been removed from it. The suspect
was taken into custody and transported to the Adult De-
tention Center, where he was charged with attempted grand
larceny. He was held on $2,500 bond.

Bulova, Petersen To Meet
With Constituents Feb. 20

On Saturday, Feb. 20, from 10-11:30 a.m., Del. David
Bulova (D-37) is hosting a Town Hall Meeting at the City
of Fairfax City Hall. State Sen. Chap Petersen (D-34) is also
participating in the event, which will provide an o verview
of issues that are before the General Assembly. The meet-
ing will be in the Council Chamber at Fairfax City Hall,
10455 Armstrong St., Fairfax. Bulova invites constituents
to participate in his 2010 Constituent Survey, which can be
found online at www.davidbulova.com.


